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NEW AMERICAN POLITICAL VOICE ON
ISRAEL LAUNCHES

100Distinguished Americans Establish J Street PAC and L obby
to Promote Security through Peace

WASHINGTONN CFor too long, the loudeg Opo-IsraelOvoices in this country have beenthose on
the far-right,Osays Jeremy Ben Ami, who today amouncedthe launch of J StreefN the first PAC with
acorregponding lobby to give pro-peace pro-lsrael Americars avoicein Americanpoliticsand in the
policy proces.

J Streetwill advocate in the political arera, in the medaard in Congress that a negotiated two-state
solution to the Israei-Pakeginianconflict and a comprehensive peae ageemert betweenlsrael ard its
neighbors areessential to the secuity and national intereds of Israel, the United Statesand the broader
Middle Ead.

Oheterm Opo-Israelbhasbeen hijacked by those who hold views that a majority of AmericarsN Jews
and non-Jews alikeN oppose, whether supporting the warin Irag, beaing the drums for war with Iran
or putting obstaclesin the path to ending the Israei-Paleinian conflict,Osaid Ben Ami, aformer
senior White House staff member in the Clinton administration and Pdicy Director for Howard
DearQgpreddertial campaign. Ot is time that mainstream, pro-Israel Americars mack it clear thatthe
single most pro-Israelthing any Americanpoliticianor policy maker cando is help to bring about a
two-state solution and acomprehensive peace agreement betweenlsraeland her neighbors.O

J Streetis backed by anadvisory council of more than 100 former elecied and governmert offi cials,
prominent political donors, rakbis, organization heads, and academics. Among mary others it
includesaformer U.S. Serator and two former Members of Congress, threeNobel laureakes former
DNC finance chair Alan Sdomont, Demacracy Alliance board members Deborah Sagier and Galil
Furman, Jewish community leadcer Hamah Roserthal, Corporation Counsel for the City of New Y ork
Victor A. Kovner, MoveOnOsxecttive direcior Eli Paiiserand former U.S. Ambassador to Israel San
Lewis. For afull list of the advisory council, goto|[
http://www.jstreetorg/supportersadvisory_council ].

ONegptiations facilitated by the United Stateshave long provedthe only succesful mears of actieving
erduring pea for Israeland her neighbors, Osaid advisory council member Sam Lewis, aformer
U.S. ambassador to Israel Orhe ragdly closing window of opportunity for aviable, two-state solution
makesit all the more pressing that we getour ducksin arow athometo do all that we canto bring an
end to this conflict.O

This ground-breaking effort adds a political dimension to existing advocacyto change the direction of
Americanpolicy in the Middle Eag and will help to broadenthe public and policy debate in the U.S.



about the Middle Eag through targeted palitical giving, lobbying and netroots acivism. To markits
launch, J Streetreleased a new videoto introduce its multifacetedapproachto the public,
[http://www.jstreetorg/].

OTereisalready broad agreemert among mainstream Americans who support and careabout Israel
its neighbors and US interegs in the regon about what a peace deal with the Paledinians and with the
broader Arabworld will look like Osaid advisory council member, Victor A. Kovner, former
Corporation Counsel for the City of New Y ork. QVhat we neednow isto egallish thatthereis
politicalwill to support strong Americanleacership in bringing realpeace and realsecuity to the
regon.O

The egadishmert of J Streetwasalso welcomedby a group of more than20 leadng Israeli secuity
offi cials, general, diplomais and politicians, who stated in aletter: ONe seein the creation of J Street,
anexpression of support for and commitmert to the State of Israeland to a strong and enduring U.S -
Israelrelationship.OSignersinclude former Speaker of the Knessetand Chairmanof the Jewish
Agency Avrum Burg, former Foreign Ministerand Public Secuity Minister SHomo Ben Ami, former
Member of Knessetand Deputy Minister of Deferse Dalia Rabin ard former I DF Chief of Staff
Amnon Lipkin-Shahak. To readthe full text of the letter, and alist of all its signers go to
[http://www.jstreetorg/pagefisrael-supportersilist ].

J Streetaimsto challenge convertional political wisdom thatin order to ersure the support of the
AmericanJewish community and its allies cardidatesmust only take hawkish, right-wing positions
on Israelto prove their Opo-IsraelOcrecertials.

OMat American elecied offi cials and policy makersundergand that substartive U.S. engagement in
bringing about a negotiated resolution to IsraelDonflict with her neighbors is the right course of
acton for Israeland the United StatesOsaid advisory council member, Alan Sdomont, aformer
finance chair for the Democratic National Committee.QJ Streetwill mobilize popular and finarcial
support behind cardidateswilling to stand up for anagerndathatis at once proactive, pro-peae, and
pro-Israel, making it smartto do so not only in a policy way, but in a political one aswell.O

In the 2008 electon cycle, J StreetO4PAC will endorse ard raise funds for several congressional and
senatorial cardidatesto demastrate to cardidatesand elected offi cials that there is political and
financial support for those willing to take strong Opo-Israel pro-peace(positions. In additional to
conventional fundraising methods, the PAC will also borrow a page from other successful netroots
effortsin cultivating alarge onlinelist of Americars willing to make small contributions and take
acton to demmstrate the breadh of support for J StreeDsigerda.

Through its lobby, J Street will demonstrate to members of Congress and their staff thatthereis a
tremerdous diverdty of opinions about Israelamong their existing donors and thatthe more
conservative, egalishedvoicesthat claim to speakfor the ertire Jewish community actually do not
accuately refl ectthe views of alarge number of their existing donors.

While the majority of the advisory council is Jewish, J Streetaimsto repre<ert all Americans,
including Jews, who believe that the intereds of Israeland the United Statesarebeg servedby
diplomacyand negptiation, rather thanmilitary confrontation. The make-up of the advisory council
reflects the reality that mary Americars ook to the AmericanJewish community asa marker for what
it mears to be Opo-IsraelO

OFo too long the Opo-Israel®politics of the Jewish orgarizational world have lagged far behind the
consersus of the pegple they claim to represent, the mgority of whom believe that a negotiated two-
state solution isin IsraeDded interes, Ogid advisory council member, Hamah Roserthal, the former
execuive director of the Jewish Council on Public Affairs. OJStreet represerts a concrete opportunity



for usto bridge thatgap; it is avehicle for expressing the belief sharedby the majority of American
Jews and Americars alike thatto be pro-Israelisto advocate for vigorous Americanleacership rolein
bringing peaceand real security to the Middle Ead.



AboutJ Street
J Street isthepolitical arm of the pro-1srael, pro-peace movement.

J Street was foundel to promote meaningful American leadership to end the Arab-1sraeli and
Palegtinian-1srael conflicts peacefully and diplomatically. We suppot a new direction for
American policy inthe Middle East and a broad public and policy debae aboutthe U.S. role
in theregion.

J Street represents Americans primarily but notexclusvely Jewish, who suppot Israel andits
desire for security as the Jewish homeland, as well as theright of the Palestiniansto a
sovereign state of ther own - two states living side-by-side in peace and security. We bdieve
ending the I sragli-Palestinian conflict isin the best interests of Israel, the United States, the
Palegtinians and theregion as awhole.

J Street suppotts diplomatic solutionsover military ones, indudingin Iran; multilateral over
unilateral approaches to conflict resolution; and dialogueover confrontation with awide
rangeof counties and actors when conflicts do arise. For more on our policy postions click
here.

J Street will advocate forcefully in the policy process, in Congress, in themedia, andin the
Jewish community to make sure public officials and community leaders clearly see the depth
and breadth of suppot for our views on Middle East policy anongvoters and suppotersin
thar states and districts. We seek to complement thework of existing organizationsand
individuds that share our agenda In our lobbying and advocacy efforts, we will enlist
individud suppoters of othe efforts as partners.

J Street isitself a501(c)(4) organization andis part of the J Street family of organizations
which indudes an independent, legdly uncmnnected Political Action Committee, JStreetPAC.



AboutJStreetPAC

JStreetPAC isthefirst and only federal Political Action Committee established to explicitly
promote meaningful American leadership to end the Arab-lsraeli and Palestinian-1srael
conflicts peacefully and diplomatically.

The PAC@ god isto demondrate that there is meaningful political and finanda suppott
available to candidates for federal office from large numbers of Americanswho bdieve anew
directionin American policy will advance U.S. interestsin the Middle East and promote real
peace and security for Isragl and theregion.

In 2008,the PAC will endorse and raise money for asmall nunber of candidates for the
Senae and House. Endasements will be announed throughoutthe campagn year.

Individud contributors will be able to direct contributionsto endarsed candidates throughthe
PAC, thereby making an important political statement aboutthe motivationfor ther suppot.
JStreetPAC will solicit contributionsto candidaes both online and off.

The PACG@ Finance Committee will recruit major donos who can make and raise larger
contributionsto candidaes. The PAC® onlinefundraising campagn will mobilize large
numbers of smaller donoss to contribute to endorsed candidates as well. JStreetPAC may aso
hold fundraising events for endarsed candidates.

JStreetPAC, an independent federal Political Action Committee, is part of the J Street family
of organizations which indudes J Street, alobbying and advocacy organization.



Advisory Coundal

Over 90 prominent former public officials, policy experts, community and academic leaders

are ontheJ Street Advisory Coundl.

(* PLEASE NOTE: Affiliationsare listed for identification purposes only; individud
involvement in this effort does notimply organizationd suppot. Names are in alphabetical

order.)

Eric Alterman
City University of New York

David Avitd
MTP Investments

Judith Barnett

Former Deputy Assistant Secretary of
Commerce for theMiddle East and
Africa

Jeremy Ben-Ami
Former Deputy Assistant to the
President for Domestic Policy

Rabbi Don Berlin
Rabbi Emeritus, Congregaion Oheb
Shdom, Baltimore

David Birenbaum
Former U.S. Ambassador to theU.N. for
U.N. Management Reform

Kenngh Bob
President, Ameinu

Ernest Bogen

Boad Member, Harry S. Truman
Inditute for the Advancement of Peace,
Hebrew University

Rabbi Marcelo Brondein
Congregaion Bna Jeshurun, New Y ork
City

Rabbi Sharon Brous
IKAR-LA

Martin Bun4

Daniel G. Cedarbaum
Immediate Past President, Jewish
Recongructionist Federation

Sen. Lincoln Chafee
Former Senaor, Rhodelsand

David Cohen

Co-Founde, Advocacy Inditute,
President, Globd Integrity and former
President, Common Cause

Rabbi Hillel Cohn
Rabbi Emeritus, Congregaion Emanu
El, San Bernadino, CA

Rabbi Rachd Cowan
Director, Ingitute for Jewish Spiritudity

Lynn Cutler
Former Deputy Assistant to the
President for Intergovenmental Affairs

DebraDelee
President/CEO, Americansfor Peace
Now

Rabbi Elliot Dorff
Rector, American Jewish University

Rep. Tom Downey
Former Member of Congress, New Y ork

Albet J. Dwoskin
Presdent/CEO, A.J. Dwokin &
Assodiates, Inc.

Maria Echaveste
Former Deputy White House Chief of
Staff



Peter Eddman
Boad Chair, New Israel Fund

Sara Ehrman
Former Political Education Director,
AIPAC

Leonad Fein
Writer

Cha Feldblum
Professor of Law, Georgetown
University Law Center

Rabbi Tirzah Firestone
Board Member, Rabbis for Human
Rights

Dr. Franklin Fisher
Boad Char, Americansfor Peace Now

Marcia Freedman
Founding President, Brit Tzedek
v®hdom

Gail Furman
Board Member, Democracy Alliance

Larry Garber
Chief Executive Officer, New |sragl
Fund

Jm Gerstein

Former Executive Director, Center for
Middle East Peace and Econornic
Coopeation

Davidi Gilo
Michdle Goldbeag
Author, Kingdan Coming

Rabbi Leonad Gordon
Chair, Rabbinical Assembly Socal
Action Committee

Rabbi Arthur Green
Rector, Hebrew College Rabbinical
School

Mark Green
Former New Y ork City Public Advocate

Robeat Greenwald
Brave New Films

Morton H. Hapein
Former Director of Policy Planning,
Depatment of State

Arnold Hiatt
Former Charman, The Stride Rite
Corporation

Stanley Hoffman
Professor of Government and Sodal
Studies, Harvard University

Fred Howard

Rabbi Steven B. Jacobs
Founde, Progressive Faith Founddion

Professor Robat Jervis
Professor of Internationd Studies,
Columbia University

Robet H. Kapp
Founde and Co-President, Internaiond
Senior Lawyers Project

EzraKlein
The American Progpect Magazine

MarkosKoundakis
President and Publisher, The
Washington Monthly

Victor Kovne
Former Corporation Counsl of the City
of New York

Rabbi Douglas E. Krantz
Congregaion Ba Yisrael

Rabbi Charles A. Kroloff
Past President, Central Conference of
American Rabbis



LuisLaine

Professor Leon Lederman

Nobd Laureate, Physcs; Director
Emeritus Fermi Nationd Accelerator
Laboratory

Lawrencel. Lerne
President, MeretzUSA

Daniel Levy ~
Former Advisor, Isradli Prime Minister@
office

Lawrence S. Lewin
Former President and CEO, The Lewin
Group

Hon. Samud W. Lewis
Former U.S. Ambassador to | srael

Judy Lichtman

Rob Malley
Former Special Assistant to the
President for Arab-1sraeli Affairs

Y affa Maritz

Eric Maskin
Nobd Laureate, Econonnics; Professor,
Ingitute for Advanced Study, Princeton

Steve Masters

President, Brit Tzedek véhdom

Rabbi J. RolandoMatalon
Congregaion Bna Jeshurun, New Y ork
City

Avi Meyerstein
Founde, Alliance for Middle East Peace

Eli Pariser
Executive Director, MoveOn.org
Political Action

Robeat Pastor
Former Senior Director, Nationd
Security Coundl

Kathleen Peratis
Jeri Rice
Fran Rodgers

Norman Rosenbeg
Former Chief Executive Officer, New
Israel Fund

Hannah Rosnthd
Former Executive Director, The Jewish
Coundl on Public Affairs

Alan Saghea
Organizer/First Char, Nationd UJA
L eadership Cabing

Deborah Sagne
Board Member, Democracy Alliance

Mark Schnede
Former Deputy Assistant Secretary of
State for Human Rights

Michadl Shtendea-Auebach
Founde, Soda RisksLLC

Henry Siegman
President, U.S./Middle East Project

Daniel Sokatch
Executive Director, Progressive Jewish
Alliance

Daniel Solomon

Alan D. Solomont
Former Nationd Finance Chair,
Demoaratic Nationd Committee

Rabbi TobaSpitzer
President, Recongructionist Rabbinical
Assodation

Mary Ann Stein



Rabbi Jack Stern
Past President, Central Conference of
American Rabbis

Paula Stern
Former Charwoman, United States
Internaiond Trade Commission

Rabbi Alvin Sugaman
Rabbi Emeritus The Temple-Hebrew
Benevolent Congregation

Rabbi David A. Teutsch
Past President, Recondructionist
Rabbinical College

Sidney Topol
Former Charman/CEQ, Scientific
Atlanta, Inc

Al Vorspan

Director Emeritus Commissionon
Soda Action, Union of American
Hebrew Congregaions

Edward Witten
Professor, Ingitute for Advanced Study;,
Princeton

Rep. Howard Wolpe
Former Member of Congress, Michigan

Alan Wurtzel

Matthew Y glesias
TheAtlantic

Mark Zivin



Thefollowing Isragli leaders have signed aletter in suppot of J Street. Thetext of theletter is

reprinted onthefollowing page

Yoss Alpher

bitterlemons former Senior Member of
Mossad; former Director of the Jaffe Center
for Strategic Studies

Col (Ret) Shaul Aridli

Coundl on Peace and Security; former
Commandea Gaza Brigade former Chief
Administrator of EhudBarak's " Peace
Team"

Shlomo Ben Ami
Former Foreign Minister

Daniel Ben Simon
Joumdist and commentator for Halaretz
Newspgpe

Brig Gen (Ret) Shlomo Brom

Avrum Burg
Former Knesset Member and Charman of
the Jewish Agency

Naomi Chazan
Former Member of Knesset

Galia Golan

Lecturer at theLaude School of
Government, Diplomacy and Strategy,
Interdisciplinary Center, Herzliya

Tamar Hermann
Dean of Academic Studies, The Open
University of Isragl

Anat Hoffman
Executive Director of Israel Religious
Action Center

DaveKimche
Former Director General of the Foreign
Ministry

Maj Gen (Ret) AmosLapidot
Former Commande of Isragl Air Force,
former President of the Technion, Haifa

Alon Lid
Former Director General of the Foreign
Ministry

Maj Gen (Ret) Amnon Lipkin-Shahak
Former Chief of the General Staff of the
IDF; former Minister of Trangport &
Tourism.

Maj Gen (Ret) Amram Mitzna
Former head of Labor Party and Knesset
Member; former Mayor of Haifa

Nimrod Novik

Former senior advisor to the Prime Minister|
Charman of the Economic Coopeation
Founddion

Brig Gen (Ret) Israda Oron
Former Nationd Security Coundl's deputy
adviser; former Chief of the Women's Corp

Brig Gen (Ret) Ilan Paz
Former Head of the Civil Administrationin
the West Bank

Ron Pundak
Director Geneal of the Peres Center for
Peace

Dalia Rabin
Chair of the Rabin Center; former Member
of Knesset and Deputy Minister of Defense

Uri Savir
President of the Glocal Forum; former
Membe of Knesset

Alice Shalvi
Recipient of thelsrael Prizefor Lifetime
Achievement



Text of Letter from Isradi Supportersof J Street
To thesuppoters of J Street,

Aslsradlis dedicated to our county, its future, security and progress, we are pleased to learn of
the creation of J Street, anew American movement to suppot strongU.S. leadership in
achieving immediate, peaceful resolution of Isragl 's conflicts with its neighbars.

Ending thelsragli-Palestinian and the broader Isragli-Arab conflict quickly and diplomatically is
an essential naiond and security interest of the State of Isragl Das well as of the United States,
the Palestinians and the region as a whole. Only anegotiated, political resolution to these
conflicts will enaure Isragl's lasting security and viability as a democratic, progperoushome for
the Jewish people.

Now more than ever, truefriendship requires strong American leadership and engagement to
movethe sides toward a comprehensve two-state solution. With time running out, busness-as-
usud will notdo.

To achieve these gods, all paties Binduding the United States Bwill be called onto
demondrate political will and courage The emergence of a movement in the United States
which undestandsand is willing to provide political suppot for difficult compromisesis
essential to fogering that political will. In our opinion, such amovementisin Isragl's best
interests.

We deeply valuethe historic role of the United States as a staunch ally and irreplaceable friend
of Israel's. We also valuetherole the American Jewish community and other American friends
have played in strengthening and degpening tha bond.

Being afriendand ally Bbeng "pro-lsrael” Dmeans caring enoughto get involved, express
views and concerns and provideadvice. It does nat require rigid agreement with every decision
ever made or every policy pursued by thegovenment of Israel or of the United States. Debae
and discussion are essential to democracy and should be part of therelationship between Isragl
and Jewish people elsewhere in theworld.

Theideas tha J Street is promoting (a viable two-state solution, regiond peace based on
withdrawal to recognized borders with strict security arrangaments, and normal relations
between Israel and the broader Arab world alongthelines of the Arab-Saudi Peace Initiative)
have become conenaus postionsamong lsraglis. Y et, within that consenaus there is always
vigorousand open discussionin Isragl over how best to promote our security and interests. Our
county is stronge for therobugness of this debae.

Thereisevery reasonto bdieve tha a similarly open discussionin the United States will also be
in lsragl's best interests. We see in the creation of J Street, an expression of suppot for and
commitment to the State of Isragl and to a strongand enduling U.S.- Isragl relationship.
Hopdully, your efforts will hdp usachieve our country's greatest hope peace with our
neighbois and pemanent, recognized and secure borders througha diplomatic end to the
conflicts tha have plagued our people andinflamed theregion for far toolong.



